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1.  Download a copy of the How to Construct a Reinforced Cake instructions from www.karenburniston.typepad.com. Die cut 
the necessary pieces for a reinforced cake. (Requires a second center piece) Also cut four rectangles of cardstock from 
scraps. Cut two 1” x 1.25” rectangles and two 1.25” x 1.5” rectangles. Fold the rectangles in half (hotdog folds) as shown in the 
photo above.

2. Wrap the two smaller rectangles around the outer panels of the Medium Cake Tier, to reinforce the panels. Use a strong liquid 
glue or tacky tape. Wrap the two larger rectangles around the outer panels of the Large Cake Tier in the same way.

3. Option: use paper clips as clamps while the glue dries.

4. While the glue dries in Step 3, fold a piece of cardstock for the card itself. To give the flower pot more breathing room, score 
the card for folding 0.25” from the center fold in both directions, creating a card with a 0.5” thick fold, or river.

5. Follow the Reinforced Cake instructions to create a reinforced center piece. Adhere it directly over the center fold.

6. Slide the Small Cake Tier over the center piece. Add strips of strong tacky tape to the side flaps and fold the outer panels 
under the cake and adhere to the card as usual.

7. Add brad reinforcing in the folds as explained in the Reinforced Cake Instructions.
8. Fold the card to check that the tier is collapsing correctly.
9. Add the center piece reinforcing panel as explained in the Reinforced Cake Instructions.

10. Slide the Medium Cake Tier over the center piece. Add strips of strong tacky tape to the side flaps.
11. Stick the reinforced panels onto the Small Cake Tier, making sure the ends are all the way to the center piece as usual.
12. Use scraps of cardstock to cover the exposed adhesive at the ends of the panels.

13. Repeat steps 8-12 to add the Large Cake Tier.
14. Carefully fold the card closed to train the flower pot and make sure that the four reinforced panels are staying straight. If they 

are showing weakness or bending at the circled locations then reinforce the panels with an extra strip of cardstock or card-
board before adding the paper sides.

15. Open the card until the flower pot stands up very straight and tall. The card must be completely open and flat on the table. 
(Hint: use removable tape to tape the card down in the fully open position if necessary)

16. Add the bottom tier in the usual manner. For better results, use a lightweight paper for the tiers. For the best results, use a 
material with plastic in it, like a transparency (or back your paper with transparency) so that it will easily un-crease when the 
pot is opened.

17. Add the medium tier in the usual manner.
18. Add the top tier in the usual manner. For a realistic look, cut the top tier wider, about 1.25” wide, and cut the bottom edge  of 

the strip with a scalloped or decorative border before adhering.

19. Paper clips work great as flower stems. Unfold the clips and then wrap them around a pencil or or other round tool (like a paper 
piercer) to give them shape. Add strong tacky tape to the rounded panel at the top of the cake. Poke the ends of the paper 
clips through the slit in the top of the cake and then press them against the rounded panel to hold them in place.

20. Add the reinforcing panel, trapping the paper clips between two pieces of cardstock.
21. Add flowers to the tops of the stems. Fold the card closed to make sure they are hidden by the card. Adjust the height or angle 

of the stems as necessary.

DECORATING TIPS:

1. The pot and flowers look 
best when viewed in the 
same plane as the card fold, 
so decorate the card as a 
vertical card instead of a 
horizontal card.

2. Reinforce the card with 
cardstock, chipboard or 
matboard for best results. 
Start the reinforcing at the 
outer river folds. Do not 
reinforce between the folds.
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